Community Led Plan Launch Event
Saturday 2nd February 2019
Present:
Mathew Mead Place Plan Officer from Shropshire Council
L Pardoe clerk to the Parish Council 
Councillor C Wild-Chairman of Parish Council. Councillor R Purslow-Vice-chairman to Parish Council. Councillors S Mason, C Bonsey, E Brayne, J Brayne. 
Members of the public
C Moffatt J Healey G Jones, S Shedden, H Carpenter, Gordon  Crofts, L Rowlands, Mr & Mrs Weaver, two other residents from Crosshouses. Janet Rowney, 
Councillor Wild welcomed all to the meeting and handed over to Mathew Mead.
Mathew explained the reasons behind compiling a Community Led Plan (CLP). See attached reasons in the Pump in Christmas and January edition. Up until now ,when a CLP has been completed there has been nowhere else for the results to feed into, however these now feed into the Local Place Plans to be taken into consideration when more strategic decisions are made..
There are 4 stages in doing a CLP
1. Making the decision to compile a plan
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Setting the structure to go ahead with the plan. This is by setting up a steering group. Ideally this is not led by Parish or Shropshire Councillors although they can sit on the committee. This is to ensure that it is led by the Community. Ideally there should be a mix of business people, younger and older people. The Steering Group is a sub group of the Parish Council and the Parish Council will assist financially and be in control of the accounts.
Shropshire Council have a lot of consensus data to allow access to all age groups within the community to ensure that ALL are consulted.
3. Gathering the information. A Community questionnaire will go to everyone in the parish. Ideally this will not have too many questions on or people may be discouraged from completing them. The Rural Community Council (RCC) and Shropshire Council (SC)will be able to assist and support this process with examples of good questionnaires
4. Interpretation of the information gathered from the questionnaires and development of an Action Plan to identify what actions need to be taken and by whom. This is then presented to the Parish Council for them to formally adopt. After this it will be forwarded to Shropshire Council for inclusion in the relevant Local Plan.
Councillor Wild suggested that if the steering group worked with the Right Home Right Place team, they have housing templates to undertake quite a detailed housing needs survey as part of the consultation process which will help to develop an evidence base so that if affordable housing is built for the area it should meet the local needs. This is usually included by most parishes compiling a CLP as the data that Shropshire Council holds does not include private rented accommodation.
The timescale for this process is usually 1-2 years from start to completion. Those taking part should aim for 18 months.
Councillor Wild asked if it would be possible to ask the University students to assist in the analysing of the data received. Mathew said this would be a good thing for both the process and also the university students. There might be local people with expertise that may be of assistance in compiling the questionnaire and the resulting Action Plan.
It was asked how long should the questionnaires be left with residents for them to complete. Mathew suggested that 1 month was a reasonable time to allow people to complete and return the questionnaires.
Mathew’s office would assist in the whole process and those on the Steering Group would not be alone to complete it.
Results of issues identification of good things, bad things and things needing change in the parish.
Good.
Living in the countryside
Lots of Local Groups
Great Community Centre
Allotments
Wide demographic spectrum
Good Community Spirit
Bad
Speeding along the A458 and the Atcham Road and Brompton Lane in particular.
Discarded beer cans in Playing Field
Parking in Noel Hill Road
Dog Poo not picked up by dog owners
Lack of Accessibility to the Countryside
Litter
Cars not stopping at the Zebra Crossing
People parking in the bus stops
People driving over the roundabout
Potholes in the road
 Footpaths not kept open
Lack of maintenance on minor roads and ditches
Internet at Betton abysmal
Fly tipping and littering
To Change
Road Conditions 
The A458 mini roundabout
Speeding on the A458
More Group Activities
Provision of safe non-motorised transport to Shrewsbury
 Footpath from The Bell to Church Lane for safe walking
Footpath from Crosshouses to Atcham
The splay on the turn to Berrington from A458 is bad and as a result visibility is not good
The drain at King Street cross roads does not drain .It is in the wrong place.
There are no list of groups on the Notice Boards.

Mathew Mead would take the lists away and compile a summary of the issues raised by the residents present.
It was agreed that the clerk would contact all those who were willing to join a Steering Group with possible dates and times for further meeting to start the process off.
These were identified as 
Henry Carpenter from Berrington
James Healey from Crosshouses
Geoff Jones from Crosshouses
Liz Rowlands from Cantlop
Gordon Crofts from Betton
Cameron Moffatt from Brompton.
Sue Shedden from Crosshouses
Claire Bonsey from Crosshouses
Graham Patience from Berrington




Article from The Village Pump Newsletter in November /December issue.




Berrington Parish Council – Community Led Plan 
Over the past 12 months the Parish Council has discussed the suggestion that the Parish of Berrington should undertake either a Neighbourhood Plan or a Community Led Plan. It was initially agreed that we should undertake a Community Led Plan to ensure that all the residents of the Berrington Parish were given an opportunity to bring forward their issues and aspirations and that Community Infrastructure Levy funds could be allocated accordingly. 
A suggestion was made that the Parish should undertake a Neighbourhood Plan instead of a Community Led Plan. We have had three visits from officers from Shropshire Council who are currently involved with both schemes. The advice from the officers on all three occasions was that the right plan for the Parish of Berrington was a Community Led Plan. This was because a Neighbourhood Plan is a development plan which means that we may get more development than currently allocated through the adopted SAMDev Plan or the emerging Local Plan Review. 
Parish Councils in areas which have an adopted Neighbourhood Plan receive 25% from total CIL proceeds rather than 15% in non-Neighbourhood Plan areas. This increase in the CIL allocation to the Parish Council is a Government initiative to encourage Parish/Town Councils to accept increased development. You can use your Neighbourhood Plan to allocate the sites you wish to be developed but it cannot be used to stop development, or overturn decisions made in other part of the Development Plan, i.e. the SAMDev Plan and Local Plan Review 
The information regarding Neighbourhood and Community Led Plans contained in this article has been checked for accuracy by Shropshire Council’s Planning Policy team. 
To further understand our reasons for opting for a Community Led Plan an explanation of both schemes can be found below. 
Community led plans (CLP) can help a community assess current and future potential issues and think about all aspects of community life in an area and set out a plan of action. A CLP is evidence of a strong community that has given clear thought to its needs. It can include land use, planning issues/issues around development locally. Shropshire Council has resolved to adopt several Community-Led Plans (Kinnerley, Albrighton). Whilst this does not carry the formal weight of an adopted Neighbourhood Plan, it can nevertheless be a used as a material consideration and could be taken into account in considering e.g. planning applications in the area and grant applications. It may sometimes be appropriate for communities to complete a CLP as a preliminary to preparing a neighbourhood plan. CLPs cannot formally allocate sites for development, but they may be used to provide more detail on locally important policy issues, such as the layout and design of development or the tenure of proposed housing. 
Neighbourhood planning empowers communities to shape the development and growth of a local area through the production of a neighbourhood development plan, a neighbourhood development order or a Community Right to Build Order. Neighbourhood Plans, once adopted, become part of the local statutory development plan and will form the basis for determining planning applications in that area as well as protecting green spaces. A Neighbourhood Development Order enables the community to grant planning permission for the development it wishes to see. A Community Right to Build Order gives permission for small-scale, site-specific developments by a community group. 
Both types of plans are led by a steering group from within the community not by the Parish Council. 
How are they similar? 
• Both help communities to take action for themselves so they can bring about local improvements. 
• Both can be used by communities to alert policy makers to local issues and gain support for projects. 
• Both can help communities consider the need for land use development such as new housing or infrastructure. 
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How are they different? 
• A community led plan has no formal statutory status. Whilst they can propose policies of a range of locally important issues, the weight that be attached to these policies is usually more limited compared to the formal development plan. 
• Neighbourhood plans could focus on just one issue or action. Community Led Plans encourage people to think about the wellbeing and sustainability of their community as a whole. 
• Due to the statutory weight afforded to a Neighbourhood Development Plan, their preparation can be more complex, time-consuming and costly than preparing a Community Led Plan. For a Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted it must be subject to an Independent Examination and Referendum. Community-led Plans can follow the same general preparation process, but would not include the examination or referendum stages. 

Benefits of doing a Community-led Plan: 
• Mandate for Parish Council – A parish plan can be adopted by the Parish Council as their plan of action over the life of the plan usually 5 years. The Parish Council will then be acting directly to implement the communities wishes 
• Quality of Life – A plan is ultimately about improving the quality of life for everyone in the community. It’s a particular opportunity to hear about the needs of those who might be disadvantaged 
• Participation in local democracy – A parish plan encourages everyone to have their say and to realise that they can help shape their community’s future. 
• Publicity – A parish plan can help put your village on the map. It can also help residents become more aware of the groups and activities within the village 
• Action Groups – A Parish Plan gets new people involved, who might become parish councillors or other activists. It can help create stronger action groups or give them a higher profile within the village. 
• Influence Decision Makers – A chance to influence the district and County Councils and other authorities, by presenting the comprehensive views of the villagers and a clear plan of action for the future. 
• Meeting Needs – Some people feel excluded from the community where they live. A parish plan can help those at the heart of the community to include and listen to those on the fringes. The plan should act to address the whole community’s needs. 
• Improve Local Facilities – A parish plan is a chance to identify ways that the village facilities can be improved, or to identify new services that need to be provided. 
• Evidence for Funders – if you want to apply for a grant for a local project, a parish plan can provide required evidence about the need and proof of local people’s wishes and involvement. 
• New Skills – A Parish plan can give people the opportunity to develop new skills or become more confident about their contribution to the community. It should be a chance for people to learn from each other. 
• Community Spirit – A parish plan should give lots of opportunity for people to get involved in activities and debate about where they live. 
• Quality Parish Status – A parish plan could be evidence of a vibrant, active parish council, helping towards ‘quality parish’ status. 
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The benefits of Neighbourhood Planning are: 
• Carries statutory weight: Forms part of the statutory planning documents (Local Plan). Planning applications are assessed against them; Appeals are determined against them. 
• Gives more certainty to development that is supported by community: 

 Decide where and what type of development should happen in the neighbourhood; 
 Influence and/or identify where new homes, shops, offices and other development should be built; 
 Identify and protect important local green spaces; 
 Promote more development than is set out in the Local Plan; 
 Influence through design criteria what new buildings should look like 
 Influence through evidence of need or deficiency, what infrastructure should be provided 
 Influence planning decisions made by the Council because the Council must take note of the policies in the neighbourhood plan. 
 Include local policies that give more detail than the Local Plan (provided they don’t conflict with its strategic priorities). 

• Gain 25 percent of the revenues from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) arising from the development that takes place in your area within the life of the plan. 
• Develop a shared vision for your neighbourhood A neighbourhood plan can include policies on the development and use of land in a parish or neighbourhood area, however they cannot be used to propose a lower level of housing growth than that proposed within local authority planning policies. A neighbourhood plan must meet ‘basic conditions’, which are that the plan: 

 must have appropriate regard to national policy and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State 
 must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development 
 must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area 
 must not breach, and be otherwise compatible with, EU and Human Rights obligations. 

I am sure that everyone would agree with that our Parish would benefit from those items listed under the Community Led Plan Section. 
A Neighbourhood Plan is expensive and time consuming to produce. An estimate of cost is in excess of £20,000 and professional planning expertise is usually required given the complexity of preparation and the need to support policies with evidence. Grants are sometimes available to support a portion of these costs. Whilst a Neighbourhood Plan would give the Parish an extra 10% of CIL monies on any properties built within the life of the plan (plans generally last for a maximum term of five years and then need to be renewed) this has to weighted against the cost of increased development. 
Shropshire Council has recently received the Independent Examination report for Market Drayton’s proposed Neighbourhood Plan. In summary the examiner has recommended the Plan cannot proceed to referendum and therefore cannot therefore be adopted in its current format. His report is available on the Council’s website at http://shropshire.gov.uk/planning-policy/neighbourhood-and-community-led-plans/neighbourhood-planning/market-drayton-neighbourhood-plan/. Whilst the examiner raised a number of concerns which are locally specific, he has also raised some more general concerns about the lack of evidence to support the proposals coming forward, which is relevant to all potential Neighbourhood Plans. The Council are also expecting the Examiner’s report into the Woore Neighbourhood Plan by mid-December, 
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and it is expected this will also be useful for other areas considering undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan. 
We acknowledged the legal status that a Neighbourhood plan would bring, however the main reasons why the Parish Council voted against undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan was the areas marked in bold above. As stated earlier the majority of residents who came to the Local Plan meeting wanted no further development. It is clear from the Neighbourhood plan rules and from the advice given to us from the officers who attended our meetings that by opting for a Neighbourhood Plan we would be opening up our parish for further development than that which has already been allocated by Shropshire Council. 
I hope that this explains why your Parish Council has opted to undertake a Community Led Plan. 
We are really looking forward to hearing all your ideas for the future of Berrington Parish and our Community Led Plan launch event is arranged for Saturday 2nd February, 11am – 2pm at the Chapel Community Centre (see advert below for more details) and further details will be in the February/March edition of the Village Pump. I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 



